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Assessment Materials
P3 English Language
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Skill
Primary 3 English Language

Sub-paper No. of Items Per Paper Assessment Time

Listening

3EL1

3EL2

3EL3

19 about 20 minutes

Reading

3ER1

3ER2

3ER3

20 20 minutes

Writing

3EW1

3EW2

3EW3

1 10 minutes

Assessment DesignAssessment Design

P3 English Language
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Assessment Design Assessment Design 

• Specific question intents - Basic 

Competency (BC) descriptors* provided 

by Education Bureau (EDB)

• Items cover various BC descriptors and 

each student does one sub-paper for each 

subject

P3 English Language

*http://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/web/en/2021QuickGuidePri/QG_P_BC_E.pdf
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GU 2021 – Feedback 
Participating schools can obtain the following information:

➢Data Analysis (Listening & Reading): Overall correct 

percentage of each item for own school and all 

participating schools

➢Data Analysis (Writing): The percentage of each score 

level of own school and all participating schools

➢Performance Analysis: Qualitative analysis of the overall 

performance of all participating schools

P3 English Language

Report Own school All participating schools

Data analysis of Listening, 
Reading & Writing

✓ ✓

Descriptions of Students’ 
overall Performance in 

Listening, Reading & 
Writing

✓

14



P3 English Listening

Performance Analysis for 
Participating Schools

P3 English Listening
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Performance Analysis (Qualitative)

P3 English Listening

SAMPLE

English Listening
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P3 English Listening

Performance Analysis (Qualitative)

SAMPLE

Fictitious figures
Overall 
Performance of 
all participating 
schools

Overall correct % for each 
sub-paper and presented in 
a bar chart

English Listening
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P3 English Listening

Performance Analysis (Quantitative)

Information Analysis 
Report

Question &

Answer

Information
Analysis

School 
Percentage

Overall % of 
Participating 

Schools

SAMPLE

Fictitious figures
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2021 
Primary 3 Listening

P3 English Listening
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P3 English Language – Listening

Listening Tasks

• After School (conversation)

• At the Park (conversation)

• Uncle Peter’s Photos (conversation)

• School Picnic (conversation)

• Paul and David (story)

• Helen is Sorry (conversation)

P3 English Listening
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2021 P3 Exemplar Items (Listening)
P3 English Listening

Basic Competency 

Descriptors
Question Intents Items

L2-L-1-P3BC

Discriminating between 

common words with a small 

range of vowel and 

consonant sounds

Sound discrimination 3EL1 P2 Q.6

3EL3 P1B Q.3

3EL1/2 P1B Q.2

L2-L-3-P3BC

Using a small range of 

strategies to understand the 

meaning of short and simple 

texts on familiar topics which 

are delivered slowly and 

clearly in familiar accents

Key words

Connection between 

ideas

Intonation

3EL1 P2 Q.3 

3EL1 P2 Q.9

3EL2 P1A Q.2

3EL1/3 P1A Q.4

3EL1/2 P1B Q.3

3EL2/3 P2 Q.5

3EL2 P1A Q.5

3EL3 P1B Q.2
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2021 P3 Listening
Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)

• identify key words on familiar topics or on topics    

related to daily life experiences with verbal and 

pictorial cues

• understand the connection between ideas using 

cohesive devices 

• understand ideas in the spoken texts linked by 

‘because’

• understand basic differences in intonation

• discriminate between common words with a small 

range of consonant sounds and ending sounds

P3 English Listening
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3EL1 P2 Q3

Key Words

Familiar Topic: 

Subjects

Students were able to

• follow the conversation

• identify ‘English’

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3EL1 P2 Q9

Key Words 

Familiar Topic: 

Places

Students were able to

• follow the conversation

• identify ‘in the park’

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3EL2 P1A Q2

Key Words 

Related to Daily Life Experiences: 

Quantity

Students were able to

• follow the conversation

• identify ‘six’

P3 English Listening
Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)

25



3EL1/2 P1B Q3Connection between Ideas

also

Students were able to 

understand the ideas 

linked by ‘also’.

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3EL1/3 P1A Q4
Connection between Ideas

but

Students were able to 

understand the ideas 

contrasted by ‘but’.

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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Connection between Ideas 

because 3EL2/3 P2 Q5

Students were 

able to understand 

the ideas linked by 

‘because’.

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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Intonation

Puzzled

3EL2 P1A Q5

Students were able to 

use the verbal cue:

‘But I don’t know what 

she likes.’

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3EL3 P1B Q2

Students were able to 

use the verbal cue:

‘My friend does not 

want to talk to me.’

Intonation

Sad

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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Bing Ling, Ming, Ting

3EL3 P1B Q3

Ron Rob, Rod, Rock

3EL1 P2 Q6

Sound Discrimination
P3 English Listening

Students were able to 

discriminate the 

initial consonants.

Students were able to 

discriminate the 

ending sounds.

Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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2021 P3 Listening
Performance of Participating Students 

(Weakness)

• discriminate vowel sounds

P3 English Listening
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3EL1/2 P1B Q2

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Weakness)

Sound Discrimination

Some students found 

it challenging to 

discriminate the 

vowel sounds.
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Conclusion
Performance of Participating Students in Listening: 
very good

➢ Students were able to identify key words on familiar 
topics/related to daily life experiences.

➢ They could understand the connection between ideas 
(e.g. because, also, but).

➢ They were able to understand basic differences in 
intonation (e.g. puzzled, sad).

➢ They could discriminate words with a small range of 
consonant sounds.

Suggestions for Follow-up in Learning and Teaching

➢ exposure to a wider range of vowel and ending sounds

P3 English Listening
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P3 English Reading

Performance Analysis for 
Participating Schools

P3 English Reading
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P3 English Reading

Performance Analysis (Qualitative)
SAMPLE

English Reading
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P3 English Reading

Performance Analysis (Qualitative)

SAMPLE

Fictitious figures

Overall 
Performance of all 
participating 
schools

Overall correct % for each 
sub-paper and presented in 
a bar chart

English Reading
37



P3 English Reading

Performance Analysis (Quantitative)

Information Analysis 
Report

Question &

Answer

Information
Analysis

School 
Percentage

Overall % of 
Participating 

Schools

SAMPLE

Fictitious figures
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2021 
Primary 3 Reading

P3 English Reading
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2021 P3 English Language – Reading

Reading Tasks:

• Cooking Classes (advertisement)

• My Classmates (notes)

• Christmas Tree (story)

• Summer Activities (advertisement)

• David’s Family (notes)

• Dad’s Birthday Cake (story)

P3 English Reading

40



2021 P3 Exemplar Items (Reading) P3 English Reading

Basic Competency 

Descriptor

Question 

Intents 
Items

L2-R-5-P3BC

Using a small range of 

reading strategies to 

understand the meaning of 

short and simple texts with 

the help of cues

Key words

Connection 

between ideas

Unfamiliar words

3ER1 P2 Q.5

3ER1/3 P1 Q.3 

3ER2 P1 Q.2

3ER1/2 P3 Q.8

3ER1/3 P1 Q.5 

3ER1 P2 Q.4

3ER2 P1 Q.5

3ER3 P3 Q.8

3ER3 P3 Q.3

3ER1/2 P3 Q.6

3ER1/2 P3 Q.7

3ER1/2 P3 Q.2
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2021 P3 Reading
Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)

• recognise key words on familiar topics/related to 

daily life experiences 

• understand the connection between ideas using 

cohesive devices

• understand the connection of ideas in an 

advertisement

• understand the connection of ideas by following 

pronoun reference in a story

• predict the meaning of unfamiliar words

P3 English Reading

42



3ER1/3 P1 Q3
Key Words

Familiar Topic: 

Prices

Students were able 

to recognise ‘$400’ in 

the advertisement.

P3 English ReadingPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3ER2 P1 Q2Key Words

Familiar Topic: 

Ages

Students were able to 

recognise ‘Age:8’ in the 

advertisement.

P3 English ReadingPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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Key Words 

Related to Daily Life Experiences: 

Musical Instruments

3ER1 P2 Q5

Students were able to 

recognise ‘plays the 

piano’ in the notes.

P3 English ReadingPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3ER1/2 P3 Q8Key Words

Related to Daily Life 

Experiences: 

Feelings

Students were able to 

recognise ‘Billy is happy’ in 

the story.

P3 English ReadingPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3ER1 P2 Q4

Connection between Ideas

and

Students were able to 

understand the connection 

of ideas linked by ‘and’.

P3 English Reading
Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3ER2 P1 Q5
Connection between Ideas in the Advertisement

Students were able to 

understand the connection 

of two pieces of information 

in the advertisement.

P3 English ReadingPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3ER3 P3 Q8

Students were able to 

understand the connection 

of ideas linked by ‘because’.

Connection between Ideas

because

P3 English Reading
Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3ER3 P3 Q3

Connection between Ideas

Following Pronoun Reference in a Story:

She

Students understood 

that ‘She’ refers to 

‘Mandy’.

P3 English Reading
Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3ER1/2 P3 Q2

Contextual clue

Unfamiliar Words

Axe

Students were able to understand 

the meaning of the unfamiliar 

word by using the contextual clue 

‘to cut down a tree’.

P3 English ReadingPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)

Pictorial cue
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• recognise key words on familiar topics

• understand the connection between ideas using 

cohesive devices

• following pronoun reference

P3 English Reading

2021 P3 Reading
Performance of Participating Students 

(Weaknesses)
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3ER1/3 P1 Q5
Key words

Familiar Topic: 

Names

P3 English Reading

Some students failed to 

recognise ‘Tammy’ in the 

advertisement.

Performance of Participating Students (Weaknesses)
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3ER1/2 P3 Q6
Connection between Ideas

also

Some students were not able 

to understand the connection 

of ideas linked by ‘also’.

P3 English ReadingPerformance of Participating Students (Weaknesses)
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3ER1/2 P3 Q7

Some students found it difficult to 

follow the pronoun reference in a 

story and failed to understand that 

‘They’ refers to ‘the small birds’.

P3 English ReadingPerformance of Participating Students (Weaknesses)

Connection between Ideas

Following Pronoun Reference in a Story:

They
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Conclusion
Performance of Participating Students in Reading: good

➢ Students could recognise key words and understand the 
connection of ideas in advertisements, notes and stories.

➢ They could predict the meaning of unfamiliar words with 
contextual clues and pictorial cues.

➢ They could understand the connection between ideas 
when the ideas were linked by ‘and’ and ‘because’. 

➢ The performance of students in following pronoun 
references was unstable.

Suggestions for Follow-up in Learning and Teaching

➢ exposure to different cohesive devices (e.g. also)

➢ teach students how to follow pronoun reference in 
continuous prose (e.g. stories) 

➢ teach students to look for contextual clues and pictorial     
cues to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words

P3 English Reading
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P3 English Writing

Performance Analysis for 
Participating Schools

P3 English Writing
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P3 English Writing

Performance Analysis (Qualitative)
SAMPLE

Fictitious figures

English Writing
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P3 English Writing

Performance Analysis (Qualitative)
SAMPLE

Fictitious figures

Overall 
Performance of 
all participating 
schools

Overall correct % for each 
sub-paper and presented in 
a bar chart

English Writing
59



P3 English Writing

Performance Analysis (Quantitative)

Item Analysis Report

Assessment 
Criterion

Score/Grade

School Percentage

Overall % of 
Participating 

Schools

SAMPLE

Fictitious figures
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2021 
Primary 3 Writing

P3 English Writing
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Basic Competency Descriptors Exemplars

L2-W-3-P3BC

Writing and/or responding to short and 
simple texts with relevant information and 
ideas with the help of cues

Little Tom
Exemplar 1
Exemplar 2

My favourite Place
Exemplar 3
Exemplar 4

My School
Exemplar 5
Exemplar 6

L2-W-4-P3BC

Writing short and simple texts using a 
small range of vocabulary, sentence 
patterns and cohesive devices fairly 
appropriately with the help of cues 
despite some spelling and grammatical 
mistakes

P3 English Writing

2021 P3 Exemplar Items (Writing)
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Little Tom

3EW1

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3  Writing 
Writing Marking Scheme (Little Tom)

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Little Tom – Content 

• wrote a short story with word prompts: give, ice 

cream, cry, angry

• provided a story about what happened to little 

Tom based on the pictures

• provided an ending to the story 

• the description was quite clear

• a familiar topic to students

• could not use ‘jump’ and ‘fall’ correctly

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (Little Tom) – Content 

Providing Ideas Based on Pictures and Word Prompts

• ‘Mom gave little Tom some ice cream.’

• ‘Tom is happy.’

• ‘The dog looked at the ice cream.’

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (Little Tom) – Content 

• ‘The dog want ice cream.’

• ‘The dog jump to Tom.’

• ‘The ice cream fall on the floor.’

Providing Ideas Based on Pictures and Word Prompts

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (Little Tom) – Content 

• ‘The dog eats ice cream.’

• ‘Tom cry and mum is angry.’

Providing Ideas Based on Pictures and Word Prompts

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (Little Tom) – Content 

Providing an Ending to the Story

• ‘Then mum give the baby some yummy ice cream.’ 

• ‘Mum buy Tom a new ice cream.’

• ‘Mum shout at it and gave a new ice cream Sam.’

• ‘At the end she took the dog to punish the dog in a 

corner.’ 

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (Little Tom) – Language 

Using Vocabulary Related to the Topic

• today, in the morning, one day

• Mum, dad, happy, eat

• table, floor

• sad, happy, new, yummy

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (Little Tom) – Language 

Providing Short and Simple Sentences

• ‘Little Tom was happy.’

• ‘The dog jump and the ice cream fall.’

• ‘The dog eats the ice cream.’

Using a Limited Range of Cohesive Devices 

• ‘He cry and Mom is angry.’

• ‘…my dog look at my ice cream. Then my dog jump 

to eat the ice cream…’

• ‘Mum give ice cream for the baby but the dog want 

the ice cream…’

P3 English Writing
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Exemplar 1 P3 English Writing
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P3 English Writing

Exemplar 2
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P3 English WritingMy Favourite Place

3EW2
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2021 P3  Writing 
Writing Marking Scheme (My Favourite Place)

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students
Writing (My Favourite Place) – Content 

• Students wrote about their favourite place.

• Question prompts:

➢ Where do you like to go?

➢ Who goes there with you?

➢ What do you see there?

➢ What do you do there?

➢ How do you feel when you are there? Why? 

• Ideas provided: quite clear

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students
Writing (My Favourite Place) – Content 

Providing Relevant Ideas to the Questions

Where do you like to go?

• the park, the shopping centre, the beach, my friend’s 

home

Who goes there with you?

• ‘My family go there with me too!’

• ‘My dad and I go to there.’

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students
Writing (My Favourite Place) – Content 

Providing Relevant Ideas to the Questions

What do you see there?

• ‘I can see a bug and a bee.’ 

• ‘I see a toy car.’

• ‘I see a tree.’

What do you do there?

• ‘I play see saw.’

• ‘I play slides and swings with Mum.’

• ‘We go to eat dim sum.’

• ‘I play with my friend in the park.’

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students
Writing (My Favourite Place) – Content 

Providing Relevant Ideas to the Questions

How do you feel when you are there? Why?

• ‘I feel happy in the park because I can play with my 

Dad.’

• ‘I feel happy because there are a lot of toy store.’

• ‘I feel happy because I can play with him and eat 

cookies every day.’

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (My Favourite Place) – Language 

Using Vocabulary Related to the Topic

• near home, tree, slides, swings, shops, supermarkets

• dad, mum, friends, children

• play on the slide, play football, see a lot of people 

• happy, good, fun

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (My Favourite Place) – Language 

Providing Short and Simple Sentences

• ‘I go to park with mum.’

• ‘I go to the shopping centre with my mum.’

• ‘I like playing in the park.’

• ‘It is very big.’

• ‘I go there with mum on Sunday.’

• ‘I feel happy.’

• ‘It is fun.’

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (My Favourite Place) – Language 

Using a Limited Range of Cohesive Devices

• ‘I go to the park with friends and mother.’

• ‘I am happy because it is fun.’

• ‘I feel happy because I play in the park.’

P3 English Writing
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Exemplar 3 P3 English Writing
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Exemplar 4 P3 English Writing
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P3 English WritingMy School

3EW3
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2021 P3  Writing 
Writing Marking Scheme (My School)

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (My School) – Content 

• Students wrote about their school.

• Question prompts:

➢How do you go to school?

➢What do you do at school?

➢How do you feel at school?

➢Who is your best friend at school?

➢Do you like your school? Why? 

• Ideas provided: quite clear

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (My School) – Content 

Providing Relevant Ideas to the Questions

How do you go to school?

• ‘I go to school by school bus.’

• ‘I go to school by bus.’

• ‘I go to school on foot.’

• ‘I go to school by MTR.’

What do you do at school?

• ‘I draw at school.’

• ‘I play with my friend.’

• ‘I drew and reading some books with my friend.’

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (My School) – Content 

Providing Relevant Ideas to the Questions

How do you feel at school?

• ‘I feel happy at school.’ 

• ‘I feel so good.’

• ‘I feel so excited.’

Who is your best friend at school?

• ‘My best friend is Kelly.’

• ‘My best friend is Ben.’

• ‘My best friend is Yammy. Her favourite 

subject is Putonghua.’

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (My School) – Content 

Providing Relevant Ideas to the Questions

Do you like your school? Why?

• ‘I like my school because I can talk to classmates.’

• ‘I like my school because all classmates can be my 

best friend.’

• ‘I like my school because my school is good.’

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (My School) – Language 

Using Vocabulary Related to the Topic

• listen, teacher, draw, play

• on foot, bus, school bus, my father’s car

• happy, good, nice, kind

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (My School) – Language 

Providing Short and Simple Sentences

• ‘I went to school by bus every day.’

• ‘Alex is my best friend.’

• ‘I feel very happy at school.’

• ‘Our teacher is good to me.’

• ‘I can play with my friend, May.’

P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (My School) – Language 

Using a Limited Range of Cohesive Devices

• ‘I paint pictures at school and listen to the teacher.’

• ‘She is kind but not hardworking.’

• ‘I like my school because I feel fun at the school.’

P3 English Writing
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Exemplar 5 P3 English Writing
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Exemplar 6 P3 English Writing
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2021 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students - Summary

➢ subject-verb agreement (e.g. Mum give the baby ice cream. I 

loves my school. He play a lot of game with me. My mum and 

sister is happy. I has a best friend.)

➢ errors in tenses and incorrect expressions (e.g. Tom his dog 

jump. I like play see saw. I by bus went to the school. I very like 

my school because I can have they.)

➢ errors in the usage of prepositions, singular and plural 

nouns (e.g. Mum give a new ice cream for Tom. I feel happy 

because I can learn a lot of thing at school. She had a big eyes. I 

like the school because I can talk at classmates.)

➢ spelling mistakes on common words related to the topic 

(e.g. very/verey, feel/fell, brother/bother, homework/homwrok, 

by/buy, because/beuses, happy/happe)

P3 English Writing

96



Conclusion
Performance of Participating Students in Writing : satisfactory

Content

➢ 3EW1: Students were able to provide a story with factual account. The 
ideas were quite clear and relevant to the pictures. The more able students 
could provide ideas with some supporting details. 

➢ 3EW2 & 3EW3: Students were able to provide ideas relevant to the topics. 
Some supporting details were given by the more able students. 

Language (3EW1-3)

➢ Students in general used a limited range of vocabulary, sentence patterns 
and/or cohesive devices in their writing.

➢ Common mistakes were found: subject-verb agreement, errors in tenses, 
incorrect expressions, spelling mistakes

Suggestions for Follow-up in Learning and Teaching

➢ expose students to a wider variety of vocabulary

➢ expand their vocabulary bank

➢ expand on the prompts provided and elaborate on their ideas

➢ increase students’ awareness of possible grammatical and 

spelling mistakes – establish a habit of peer editing

P3 English Writing
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THANK YOU!

P3 English Language
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